
FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY, SSC 
invite you to enter a  

 
SHORT STORY CONTEST 

 
∗ You must be a resident of the SSC Library district, or attend school here. 
∗ You must be in 5th, 6th, 7th or 8th grade 
∗ Your story must be original. It may be based on an incident from real life, but 

not from a published story, movie or TV program 
∗ Stories must be ready to publish, written on a computer in a standard font, 12-14 

pt size, with one inch margins.  
∗ Cut off the entry form below and staple it to your entry.  DO NOT WRITE 

YOUR NAME ANYWHERE ON YOUR STORY. 
∗ Email your entry to elizabeth@miniscula.com, or drop off a hard copy at the 

Southeast Steuben County Library by Friday January 31st. 
 
Prizes will be awarded in two age groups: 1. 5th and 6th Grades and 2. 7th and 8thGrades. 
All winners and Honorable Mentions will be published in OUR OWN AUTHORS 
2014. 
 
Every student who enters will receive a $5.00 coupon to use at one of the Friends of the 
Library Book Sales.
 
ALL entrants, plus their parents and teachers, are invited to a Writers’ Tea and 
Award Ceremony at the Library, March 3rd, 2014 at 6:00pm. 
 

GOOD LUCK! 
 

 Cut here: ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

ENTRY FORM: PLEASE STAPLE THIS FORM TO THE FRONT OF YOUR STORY. 
DO NOT WRITE YOUR NAME ANYWHERE ON YOUR STORY. 
 
Student’s name________________________________       Grade____________  

School ____________________  English Teacher _________________________ 

Story Title _______________________________________________________ 

Name of parent or guardian _____________________ Phone #_______________      

 

mailto:elizabeth@miniscula.com


WHAT MAKES A SHORT STORY GOOD? 
The judges will consider the following factors when making their choices: 

• Well-developed plots  
• Originality of ideas and ways of expressing yourself. 
• Situations and characters which seem real, even if they are imaginary. 
• Good language skills, (eg, strong nouns, active verbs) with every word there for a reason. 
• The grammar, punctuation and spelling expected of your grade level. 

 
Judges will toss out: 

• Rewritten plots of current movies or TV programs 
• Talking about yourself, or just describing a place. (these are not stories) 
• Clichés (words, phrases or ideas that have been used over and over again) 

 
THE PLOT: This is the point of the story, why you want to tell it.  A story should have a beginning, a 
middle and an end.  Along the way the characters should be faced with a situation where they have to 
make a decision, or a choice.  The ending of the story depends on the way the characters acted. As the 
author, you get to decide whether it is a good decision or a bad decision. 
 
THE CHARACTERS: The people – or animals or other creatures – who appear in the story are the 
characters. In a short story there is only room for a few, maybe even just one character. The best stories 
are about characters who seem real.  They may be entirely imaginary, but they need to talk in a way your 
readers can understand.  Your reader should be able to say, “I know what he/she/it means.”  
 
THE WORDS: A writer uses words to tell a story in such a way that the reader can see, hear, taste, touch, 
think and feel the same way that the characters do.  The writer uses words to paint a picture. There are 
many, many words in English which you can use to describe the sights, sounds, feelings and thoughts of 
the characters. Strong words will paint a better picture than simple, boring words.  For example, “A green 
Cadillac zoomed by” is much more interesting than “A car drove by”. 
 
Good writers do more than one draft.  Write your story, then ask a friend or a parent to read it and tell you 
how they react to the story.  They cannot make changes for you, but you can make your story better by 
listening to what they say.  If you cannot find anyone to read your story, read it aloud to yourself and 
listen to what it sounds like. 
 
A parent or friend can also point out if you have made a bad mistake with grammar or spelling.  Again, 
they cannot make the changes – you must look the word up in the dictionary, or write the sentence again, 
and again, until it sounds just right. 
 
Lastly, remember that writing your story should be something you enjoy.  This is not a school assignment, 
and you don’t have to do it unless you have a story to tell. Write about something important to you, or a 
great idea you had, an interesting experience which had a bit of excitement.   
 
Write carefully, and have fun. 


